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1.1 Objectives

In this module we will undertake a study of the partition of Bengal in 1947. This module will also discuss
the background and the aftermath of this historical event. Nonetheless, the present module also wants to
discuss the problems of displacement and migration and its socio-economic impact on West Bengal.

1.2 Introduction

The Partition of Bengal in 1947, part of the Partition of India, divided the British Indian province of
Bengal based on the Radcliffe Line between India and Pakistan. Predominantly Hindu West Bengal became
a state of India, and predominantly Muslim East Bengal (now Bangladesh) became a province of Pakistan.

On 20 June 1947, the Bengal Legislative Assembly met to decide the future of the Bengal Presidency,
on whether it would be a United Bengal within India or Pakistan; or be divided into East and West Bengal.
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At the preliminary joint session, the assembly decided by 120 votes to 90 that it should remain united if it
joined the new Constituent Assembly of Pakistan. Later, a separate meeting of legislators from West Bengal
decided by 58 votes to 21 that the province should be partitioned and that West Bengal should join the
existing Constituent Assembly of India. In another separate meeting of legislators from East Bengal, it was
decided by 106 votes to 35 that the province should not be partitioned and 107 votes to 34 that East Bengal
should join Pakistan in the event of partition.On 6 July 1947, the Sylhet referendum decided to sever Sylhet
from Assam and merge it into East Bengal.

The partition, with the power transferred to Pakistan and India on 14-15 August 1947, was done
according to what has come to be known as the “3 June Plan” or “Mountbatten Plan”. India’s independence
on 15 August 1947 ended over 150 years of British influence in the Indian subcontinent. East Bengal later
became the independent country of Bangladesh after the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War.

1.3 Background

In 1905, the first partition in Bengal was implemented as an administrative preference, making governing
the two provinces, West and East Bengal, easier. While the partition split the province between West Bengal,
in which the majority was Hindu, and the East, where the majority was Muslim, the 1905 partition left
considerable minorities of Hindus in East Bengal and Muslims in West Bengal. While the Muslims were in
favour of the partition, as they would have their own province, Hindus were not. This controversy led to
increased violence and protest and finally, in 1911, the two provinces were once again united.

However, the disagreements between Hindus and Muslims in Bengal which had sparked the Partition of
Bengal in 1905 still remained and laws, including the Partition of Bengal in 1947, were implemented to fulfil
the political needs of the parties involved.As per the plan, on 20 June 1947, the members of the Bengal
Legislative Assembly cast three separate votes on the proposal to partition Bengal:

In the joint session of the house, composed of all the members of the Assembly, the division of the joint
session of the House stood at 126 votes against and 90 votes for joining the existing Constituent Assembly
(i.e., India)

Then the members of the Muslim-majority areas of Bengal in a separate session passed a motion by 106—
35 votes against partitioning Bengal and instead joining a new Constituent Assembly (i.e., Pakistan) as a
whole.

This was followed by the separate meeting of the members of the non-Muslim-majority areas of Bengal
who by a division of 58-21 voted for partition of the province.

Under the Mountbatten Plan, a single majority vote in favour of partition by either notionally divided half
of the Assembly would have decided the division of the province, and hence the house proceedings on 20
June resulted in the decision to partition Bengal. This set the stage for the creation of West Bengal as a
province of India and East Bengal as a province of the Dominion of Pakistan.
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Also in accordance with the Mountbatten Plan, in a referendum held on 7 July, the electorate of Sylhet
voted to join East Bengal. Further, the Boundary Commission headed by Sir Cyril Radcliffe decided on the
territorial demarcation between the two newly created provinces. Power was transferred to Pakistan and
India on 14 and 15 August, respectively, under the Indian Independence Act 1947.

3.1. United Bengal Plan

After it became apparent that the division of India on the basis of the two-nation theory would almost
certainly result in the partition of the Bengal province along religious lines, the Bengal provincial Muslim
League leader Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy came up with a new plan to create an independent Bengal state
that would join neither Pakistan nor India and remain unpartitioned. Suhrawardy realised that if Bengal was
partitioned, it would be economically disastrous for East Bengal as all coal mines, all jute mills but two and
other industrial plants would certainly go to the western part since they were in an overwhelmingly-Hindu area.
Most importantly, Calcutta, then the largest city in India, an industrial and commercial hub and the largest port,
would also go to the western part. Suhrawardy floated his idea on 24 April 1947 at a press conference in
Delhi.

However, the plan directly ran counter to that of the Muslim League’s, which demanded the creation of
a separate Muslim homeland on the basis of the two-nation theory. The Bengal provincial Muslim League
leadership opinion was divided. The leader Abul Hashim supported it. On the other hand, Nurul Amin and
Mohammad Akram Khan opposed it. However, Muhammad Ali Jinnah realised the validity of Suhrawardy’s
argument and gave his tacit support to the plan. After Jinnah’s approval, Suhrawardy started gathering support
for his plan.

For the Congress, only a handful of leaders agreed to the plan, such as the influential Bengal provincial
Congress leader Sarat Chandra Bose, the elder brother of Netaji and Kiran Shankar Roy. However, most
other leaders and Congress leaders, including Jawaharlal Nehru and Vallabhbhai Patel, rejected the plan. The
nationalist Hindu Mahasabha, under the leadership of Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, vehemently opposed it.Its
opinion was that the plan is nothing but a ploy by Suhrawardy to stop the partition of the state so that the
industrial western part including the city of Kolkata would remain under League control. It also claimed that
even though the plan asked for a sovereign Bengal state, it would be a virtual Pakistan, and the Hindu minority
would always be at the mercy of the Muslim majority.

Although the chance of the proposal seeing light without the Congress central committee’s approval was
slim, Bose and Suhrawardy continued talks to reach an agreement on the political structure of the proposed
state. Like Suhrawardy, Bose also felt that the partition would severely hamper Bengal’s economy, and almost
half of the Hindus would be left stranded in East Pakistan. The agreement was published on 24 May 1947but
was largely a political agreement. The proposal had hardly any support at grassroots level, particularly among
Hindus. The Muslim League’s continuous propaganda for the two-nation theory during the past six years, as
well as the marginalisation of Hindus in the Suhrawardy ministry and the vicious 1946 riots, which many
Hindus believed had been sponsored by the state, left little room for trust in Muslim League by Bengali
Hindus. Soon, Bose and Suhrawardy were divided on the nature of the electorate: separate or joint.
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Suhrawardy insisted upon maintaining the separate electorate for Muslims and non-Muslims. Bose opposed
and withdrew. The lack of any other significant support from the Congress’s side caused the United Bengal
plan to be discarded. Still, the relatively-unknown episode marked the last attempt among Bengali Muslim and
Hindu leadership to avoid partition and to live together.

3.2. Aftermath

Before the official Radcliffe line was drawn these were the religious demographics:

® Muslims majority districts: Dinajpur, Rangpur, Malda, Murshidabad, Rajshahi, Bogra, Pabna,
Mymensingh, Jessore, Nadia, Faridpur, Dhaka, Tippera, Bakerganj, Noakhali and Chittagong.

® Non-Muslim majority Districts: Calcutta, Howrah, Hooghly, Birbhum, Burdwan, Bankura, Midnapore,
Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling, 24 Pargana, Khulna and Chittagong Hill Tract.

Final division:

e Pakistan: East Dinajpur, Rangpur, Rajshahi, Bogra, Pabna, Mymensingh, Sylhet (except Karimganj),
Khulna, Bakerganj, plain Tippera (Tripura), Noakhali, Chittagong, Jessore, East Nadia, Chittagong
Hill Tracts.

e India: West Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling, Malda, Murshidabad, West Nadia, Calcutta, 24 Pargana,
Burdwan, Birbhum, Midnapore, Howrah, Hooghly and Karimganj district in Assam.

The second partition of Bengal left behind a legacy of violence that continues to this day. As Bashabi
Fraser put it, “There is the reality of the continuous flow of ‘economic migrants’ / ‘refugees’ / ‘infiltrators’ /
‘illegal immigrants’ who cross over the border and pan out across the sub-continent, looking for work and
a new home, setting in metropolitan centres as far off as Delhi and Mumbai, keeping the question of the
Partition alive today.”

1.4 Problems of Migration and Displacement

A massive population transfer began immediately after partition. Millions of Hindus migrated to India from
East Bengal. The majority of them settled in West Bengal. A significant number even went to Assam, Tripura
and other states. However, the refugee crisis was markedly different from Punjab at India’s western border.
Punjab witnessed widespread communal riots immediately before partition. As a result, population transfer in
Punjab happened almost immediately after the partition as terrified people left their homes from both sides.
Within a year the population exchange was largely complete between East and West Punjab. But in Bengal,
violence was limited only to Kolkata and Noakhali. And hence in Bengal migration occurred in a much more
gradual fashion and continued over the next three decades following partition. Although riots were limited in
pre-independence Bengal, the environment was nonetheless communally charged. Both Hindus in East Bengal
and Muslims in West Bengal felt unsafe and had to take a crucial decision that is whether to leave for an
uncertain future in another country or to stay in subjugation under the other community. Among Hindus in East
Bengal those who were economically better placed, particularly higher caste Hindus, left first. Government




employees were given a chance to swap their posts between India and Pakistan. The educated urban upper
and middle class, the rural gentry, traders, businessmen and artisans left for India soon after partition. They
often had relatives and other connections in West Bengal and were able to settle with less difficulty. Muslims
followed a similar pattern. The urban and educated upper and middle class left for East Bengal first.

However poorer Hindus in East Bengal, most of whom belonged to lower castes like the Namashudras
found it much more difficult to migrate. Their only property was immovable land holdings. Many sharecropped.
They didn’t have any skills other than farming. As a result, most of them decided to stay in East Bengal.
However, the political climate in Pakistan deteriorated soon after partition and communal violence started to
rise. In 1950 severe riots occurred in Barisal and other places in East Pakistan, causing a further exodus of
Hindus. The situation was vividly described by JogendranathMandal’s resignation letter to the then prime
minister of Pakistan Liaquat Ali Khan. Mandal was a Namashudra leader and despite being a lower caste
Hindu, he supported Muslim League as a protest to the subjugation of lower caste Hindus by their higher
caste co-religionists. He fled to India and resigned from his cabinet minister’s post. Throughout the next two
decades, Hindus left East Bengal whenever communal tensions flared up or relationship between India and
Pakistan deteriorated, as in 1964. The situation of the Hindu minority in East Bengal reached its worst in the
months preceding and during the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971, when the Pakistani army systematically
targeted ethnic Bengalis regardless of religious background as part of Operation Searchlight.

In independent Bangladesh, state-sponsored discrimination of Hindus largely stopped. But like India, the
two communities’ relationship remains tense and occasional communal violence occurred, such as in the
aftermath of Babri Mosque demolition. Migration to India continues to present day although now it is mostly
due to economic reasons and is not limited to Hindus alone.

Though Muslims in post-independence West Bengal faced some discrimination, it was unlike the state
sponsored discrimination faced by the Hindus in East Bengal. While Hindus had to flee from East Bengal,
Muslims were able to stay in West Bengal. Over the years, however, the community became ghettoised and
was socially and economically segregated from the majority community. Muslims lag well behind other
minorities like Sikhs and Christians in almost all social indicators like literacy and per capita income.

Apart from West Bengal, thousands of Bihari Muslims also settled in East Bengal. They had suffered
terribly in severe riots before partition. But they supported West Pakistan during Bangladesh’s liberation war
and were subsequently denied citizenship by Bengalis in independent Bangladesh. Most of these Bihari
refugees still remain stateless.

The 1951 census in India recorded 2.523 million refugees from East Bengal. Among them 2.061 million
settled in West Bengal. The rest went to Assam, Tripura and other states. By 1973 their number reached over
6 million. The following table shows the major waves of refugee influx and the incident that caused it.The 1951
census in Pakistan recorded 671,000 refugees in East Bengal, the majority of which came from West Bengal.
The rest were from Bihar. By 1961 the numbers reached 850,000. Crude estimates suggest that about 1.5
million Muslims migrated from West Bengal and Bihar to East Bengal in two decades after partition.




1.5 Government response

In Punjab, Indian Government anticipated a population transfer and was ready to take proactive
measures. Land plots which were evacuated by Muslims were allotted to incoming Hindu and Sikh refugees.
Government allocated substantial resources for rehabilitation of refugees in Punjab. In contrast, there was no
such planning in the eastern part of the country. Neither Central nor West Bengal state Government anticipated
any large-scale population exchange and no coordinated policy was in place to rehabilitate millions of
homeless people. The newly independent country had few resources and the Central Government was
exhausted in resettling 7 million refugees in Punjab. Instead of providing rehabilitation, the Indian Government
tried to stop and even reverse the refugee influx from East Bengal. India and Pakistan signed the Nehru-Liaqut
pact in 1950 to stop any further population exchange between West and East Bengal. Both countries agreed
to take the refugees back and return them their property which they evacuated in their respective countries.
But in practice, both countries failed to uphold it. Even after it became clear that refugees were determined
not to be sent back, the governments of both countries failed to provide any significant assistance. The
Government policy of East Bengal refugee rehabilitation mostly consisted of sending them to ‘empty areas’,
mostly outside of West Bengal. One of the most controversial of such schemes was the Government’s decision
to settle the refugees by force in Dandakaranya, a barren plot of land in central India.

1.6 The Socio-Economic Impact on West Bengal

6.1 Social impact

Without the government’s assistance the refugees often settled themselves. Some found jobs in factories.
Many took small businesses and hawking. Numerous refugee colonies sprang up in Nadia, 24 Paraganas and
Kolkata’s suburbs.

The princely state of Tripura had a predominantly tribal population. But educated Bengalis were
welcomed by the King and they were prominent in the state’s administration in pre-independence India. But
after partition, thousands of Bengali Hindus migrated to Tripura. This changed the state’s demography
completely. Tripura’s tribes became a minority in their own homeland and also lost their land holdings. As a
result, tribal insurgency began which led violent riots among tribes and Bengalis in 1980. Low scale insurgency
continues to this day. This is true that many of Bengali was migrated from East Bengal side in the time of
Bengal partition and Bangladesh liberation war but half of the Bengali community of Tripura live in Tripura
from hundreds of years and that is proven by the 1901 census report. This report clearly mentions that Bengali
and Tripura tribal numbers were almost equal.

6.2 Economic impact

Radcliffe’s line split Bengal, which historically was always a single economic zone, single cultural and
ethnic (Bengali-Hindu or Bengali-Muslim) zone, into two-halves. The two-halves were intricately connected




with each other. The fertile East produced food and raw materials which the West consumed and the
industrialised West produced manufactured goods which were consumed by the East. This mutually beneficial
trade and exchange was severely disrupted by the partition. Rail, road and water communication routes were
severed between the two. After partition, West Bengal suffered from a substantial food shortage as the
fertile rice producing districts of Bengal went to the eastern half. The shortage continued throughout the 1950s
and 1960s. By 1959, West Bengal faced an annual food shortage of 950,000 tones. Hunger marches became
a common sight in Kolkata.

Jute was the largest industry in Bengal at the time of partition. Radcliffe’s line left every single jute mill
in West Bengal but four-fifths of the jute producing land in East Bengal. The best quality fibre yielding
breeds of jute were cultivated mostly in East Bengal. India and Pakistan initially went into a trade agreement to
import raw jute from East Bengal for West Bengal’s mills. However, Pakistan had plans to set up its own
mills and put restrictions on raw jute export to India. West Bengal’s mills faced acute shortage. The industry
faced a crisis. On the other hand, jute farmers in East Bengal were now without a market to sell their produce.
Jute export to West Bengal suddenly became an anti-national act for Pakistan. Smuggling of raw jute shot
up across the border. However West Bengal rapidly increased jute production and by mid-to-late 1950s
became largely self-sufficient in jute. West Bengal’s mills became less dependent on East Bengal for raw
material. Pakistan also set up new factories to process its local produce instead of exporting to India. The
following table shows jute production details in two countries in 1961.

West Bengal’s paper and leather industry faced similar problems. The paper mills used East Bengal’s
Bamboo and the tanneries consumed leather, also mainly produced in East Bengal. Like jute, lack of raw
material pushed these two industries into decline.Despite center and state governments’ best efforts, the
pressure of millions of refugees, food shortages and industrial decline put post-independence West Bengal in
a severe crisis. Dr. B. C. Roy’s government tried to cope up with the situation by initiating several projects.
The government built irrigation networks like DVC and Mayurakshi project, the Durgapur industrial zone and
the Salt Lake City. But these failed to arrest West Bengal’s decline. Poverty rose. West Bengal lost its top
place and lagged well behind other Indian states in industrial development. Massive political unrest, strikes
and violence crippled the state throughout the next three decade after partition.

1.7 Conclusion

Edwards says that “the 1947 second partition of Bengal continues to baffle historians.” Novak comments
that “the spirit of the ... united Bengal movement continues to haunt the land.” The poets of Bengal, Hindu
and Muslim, affirmed the principle not only of cross-religious Bengali solidarity but of human solidarity.
Although Bangladesh declared the Muslim KaziNazrul Islam as its national poet, it adopted Rabindranath
Tagore’s “Amar Shonar Bangla,” written in 1906 as a rallying cry for proponents of annulment of Partition,
as its the national anthem. Nazrul wrote, “We Are Two Flowers on the Same Stem We are two flowers on
the same stem—Hindu- Mussulman. Muslim its pearl of the eye, Hindu it’s life.”




Mountbatten claimed that he did not go to India with a preconceived plan, However, he favored Partition
from an early point because he became convinced that “Pakistan” was inevitable because of the “intransigence”
of the two sides, especially of their leaders and that his own arrival on the scene was “too late to alter the
course of events.” Within two months of arriving in India, he took a draft partition plan with him back to
London “ready to persuade the Cabinet that it was a workable scheme.” If Britain had not wanted to leave
India in haste, the Partition of Bengal might have been avoided, given the very real possibility that a viable
third state could have been created. The issue of opening up a flood-gate of other provinces wanting
independence too could have been dealt with as each situation arose. The possibility of a federation of states
might also have been explored.

Through all the events involved in two partitions and in a third separation (from Pakistan) the Bengali

culture has consistently tended towards a more universal worldview, as seen in the work and lives of some
of the most revered Bengali poets.

1.8 Self-assessment questions

a) Discuss the socio-economic impact of partition on West Bengal.
b) Write a note on the United Bengal Plan.
¢) Write a brief note on the background of partition.

d) Write a note on the problems of migration and displacement in the aftermath of partition in 1947.

1.9 Suggested Readings

i Baxter, Craig. (1997). Bangladesh: From a Nation to a State. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press.

ii. Bennett, Clinton. (2005). Muslims and Modernity: An Introduction to the Issues and Debates.
London, UK: Continuum.

ii. Chatterji, Joya. (1994). Bengal Divided: Hindu Communalism and Partition, 1932-1947.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

iv. Mukhopadhyaya, Kaliprasada. (2007). Partition, Bengal and After: The Great Tragedy of India.
New Delhi: Reference Press.

v. Pandey, Gyanendra. (2001). Remembering Partition: Violence, Nationalism and History in
India. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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8.5 yeniE ffire emraen

a) What is Maoism? Discuss in this context the programme and strategics adopted to acheive their

goals?
b) Write a note on Naxalbari Movement?
c) Discuss the steps taken by the Govt. of India to curb the problem of Maoism?

d) Do you consider Maoism a an ideology meant for the emancipation of the masses? Argue your
case.
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AGITIONAL POLITICS
Workers’ Movements, Peasants’ Movements, Students’
Movements

Contents :
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5.11 Self Assessment Questions

5.12 Suggested Readings

5.1 Objectives

Whatever the be cost, popular agitations and movements constitutional foundation of an aspiring
democracy India represents the most complex variety of diversified society and culture. It is almost inevitable,
therefore , that various forms of agitations and social movements would constantly appear and reappear
on several socioeconomic and political issues, almost in an endless chain. This unit aims to familiarise students
with workers’, peasants’ and students’ movements in the indian scenario.

5.2 Introduction

It has generally been observed that the working class in India started organisting itself into trade unions
in the later part of the 19th century and the early part of the 20th.
The beginning & development of railways, coal, cotton and jute industries in the second half of the 19th

Century marked the entry of modern industry as well as of modern Indian working class. Since its inception
Indian working class had to face same mode of exploitation that was faced by their European working class,
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Counterpart during the industrialisation, such as low wages, long working hours, unhygienic and hayardness
working conditions, use of child labour and absence of basic amentities.

But the Indian working class movement took different orientation and dimension due to the presence of
colouislism in India and because of economic exploitation by both foreign and native capitalist classes, Hence
the movement of the Indian working class was not confined just to immediate economic demands rather it
was linked with political struggle and national emancipation movement surging around the country.

Industries in India expanded at a rapid rate during the world war I which led to expansion of the working
class and gave rise to unionisation of workers. The number of industrial workers increased from 951,00
covered under the factories Act in 1914 to 2.6 million in 1921. The war caused inflation but wages of workers
remained low. Furthermore, long working hours unhygienic conditions of living, exploitation at the hands of
native & foreign capitalist made their condition more miserable. The first Factory Act of 1881 and the
subsequent Acts of 1891, 1909&1911 etc failed to mitigate the plights of the working class.

The year 1918 saw the birth of the Modern Labour Union under the leadership of B.P. Wadia this union
was different from earlier unions. It had an elected leadership which maintained records its members and
collected subscriptions from them.

The All India Trade Union Congress (AITTUC) was formed in Bombay in 1920 with Late Lajpat Rai
as its president. By the mid-1920 the AITTUC had nearly 200 unions affiliated to it during this the communist
Party was learn and the left wing within the AITUC also become very active. Under the Leftists influence the
AITUC launched vigorous programmes against capitalist exploitation.

5.3 Splits in the Working class movement

As the AITUC was a broad-based organisation involving diverse ideological orientations it soon started
being fulled apart by different streams. The two main ideological groups in the organisation were (i)
Communist group led by S.A. Mange and M. N. Roy and (2) Moderate group led by N. M. Joshi and V.
V. Giri and Dewan chamanlal. The moderates quit AITUC, and in 1930 they formed the Indian Trade Union
Federation, taking away around 50 unions from the AITUC.

During the last few years of the British rule several Congress leaders were imprisoned and the communists
managed to take complete control of AITUC. By the time they were released from jail the congress leaders
lost their foothold in the organisation. They therefore had to form a separate organisation Indian National
Trade Union Congress (INTUC) in 1947, which subsequently became very prominent because of govt.
backing. Governments new industrialisation policy (1947-66) focused on the growth of public enterprise
which led to an increase of employment in the public sector. The expansion of employment intensive public
enterprises resulted in the rapid growth of trade unionism within them.

However, a series of organisational splits in the labour movement of India occurred during this period
examples are the birth of Hind Mazdoor Sabha of 1948, Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh of 1955, Bharatiya
Kamgar Sena of Shiv Sena, and soon.
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The split in the AITUC in 1947 passed the way for further splits based on the since of various emerging
political parties. It has now become almost mandatory for every political party to have its own labour front.
With the process of split in the political parties their trade union fronts also split, leading to constant
fragmentation of the working class.

A part from the working class organisations being fragmented on the hives of party affiliation at the
national level, regional parties two started forming their own union since the late 1960s. In Tamil Nadu, for
instance the D. M. K. started its trade union front. Again, when the ATADMK was formed, it two set up
its own trade union centre.

The proliferation of trade unions on narrow party lines in the host independence phase has weakened the
working class movement from within, "Inter union rivalries are at times stronger than conflicts between labour
& management" comments one researchers on labour movement in India (Sharit K. Bhowmick).

In some case it has also been noted that the workers after having experienced the inability of the existing
trade unions on their expectations because they either tend of compromise with their management or they are
split on party lines, they turn to independent trade unions. The rise of militant union leaders like Datta Samanta
can be attributed to this. E.A. Ramaswamy's study of Bombay's working calss shows the growing impatience
of workers in the legal process. Datta Samant's popularity as a militanst trade union leader savered high in
this context. There are other such examples as Shankar Guha Neogi, A. K. Roy and Ela Bhatt.

In the 1970s Arun Kumar Roy organised coal mine workers of the Dhanbad gharia region of Bihar, The
existing labour unions in this industrial belt were engaged in intense inter union rivalry. Furthermore the union
leaders were exploiting the workers with all sorts of nefarious activities. Roy's union was successful to a large
section of workers to its fold as the workers found it to be are organisation committed to the workers cause.

Another notable example was an organisation known as Self employed Women's Association (SEWA)
which was initialed by Ela Bhatt although basically a social activist, Ela Bhat was a labour leader in the
Mazdoor Mahajan in Ahmedabad, but she broke away to form SEWA when she found that the union was
not sensitive enough to the problem of women workers in the unorganised sector.

The foremost instance of a labour movement of path breaking nature was shankar Guha Neogis
organisation Chattisghar Mukti Morcha-which started organising the contract labourers in the iron-ore mines
of dally Rajhara in Madhya Pradesh, near Bhili prevailing trade unions in the area were more concerned with
problems of workers in the organised sector, l.e the permanent and better paid workers of Bhilai steel plant.

Initially though Ghua Neogi was involved in the struggles of steel plant workers he very soon started
releasing that the workers who are worst exploited much more than regular workers in the steel plant were
mostly rural workers (mainly the tribals) employed under the contract system for mining iron-ore from the
mines in and around Dalri Rajhara . Later Neogi formed a new union-Chattisgarh Mines Shamik Sangh
(CMSS).

At the age of 34, in 1977 Neogi emerged as a well-known public figure around the region & beyond
from then to 1991, he was harassed endlessly with pervodic jail sentences number of fake legal cases against
him and his close colleagues, attacks and intimidation on workers he worked with and soon with his
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comprehensive vision and well thoughtful planing he could successfully organise movements not only in the
trade union front but also in many highly creative initiatives in health social reform and other areas. But
unfortunately in 1991 at the height of his success, he was assassinated by an unidentified assailant. It is
suspected that some local industrialists were involved in scheming his murder.

Sankar Guha Neogi succeeded in establishing a glorious example and a legendary model of working class
movement that could dispel the established hypothesis that in the prevailing atmosphere mass movement for
genuine change would not be press of contamination form various ugly distortions. He succeeded in sustaining
such a movement for long 14 years till his murder in 1991.

At the incidence of his brutal assassination, over two lakh workers across the chattisgarh region struck
work that day bringing 150 industrial units to a standstill. About one & half lakh men, women and children
followed the funeral procession to pay their homage to the legendary hero of the working class.

However, there several other cases of independent unions in the Country. In most cases they have come
up as alternatives to the existing trade union federation. On the have these independent unions expose the
weakness of the traditional trade union federations, but on the other hosed these themselves are vulnerable,
as they are usually centered around a particular leader. The absence of such able leaders may crate a void
and make problems unmanageable.

5.4 Peasant Uprising & Agitation in India

India being preponderantly an agricultural society has experienced a large number and wide variety of
movements, connected with land and land policies. This was true not only in the past during the colonial rule;
rather it holds good till today, in the past colonial period. The purpose your present dissension is to attempt
a brief survey, and a review as well, of the vast trajectory through which peasant movements in India have
evolved.

From a historical point of view, we intend to focus here on the myriad of peasant movements, mostly of
the colonical time, to provide some Way of the long and chequered background of peasant rebellions that
erupted scatteredly in different regions, as well as the organised peasant movements across the country.
However Prof. Ranajit Guha as an emphatically significant point to make in this regard. He is of the opinion
that a somewhat careless and impressionistic historiography on this subject have presented peasant insurrec-
tions being purely spontaneous and unpremeditated affairs. But 'the truth is quite to the contrary’, he feels.
To quote him further:

"It would be difficult to cite an uprising on nay significant scale that was not in fact preceded either
by less militant types of mobilisation when other means had been tried and found wanting or by
parley among its principals seriously to weigh the pras & cons of any recourse to arms."

Peasants and farmer's movements have been a recurring phenomena of Indian polity due to the crucial
role agriculture plays in Indian society, not only in terms of the existential subsistence of the people, but also
in terms of employment generation and economic production. India's agriculture sector employs nearly is more
than, half of the workforce in the country.
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Historically India has a long legacy of peasant movement, dating back to the colonical period when
farmers in various parts of India rase in revolt against Jamindars, big landlords and British colonical masters.

These movements were caused by severs exploitation oppression , imposition of new taxes, restructuring
of traditional agrarian relations of the peasants with the colonical state or the fundal lords, and the consequent
loss of right over land. The plight of the peasants was further aggravated by the gradual destruction of the
countrys small scale cottage and artisan industries.

At this point, lets have a look at the historical background of India's peasant farmers movement during
the British colonical period. Here, of course we shall deal with the subject in a rather sketchy outline, since
our main focus would be on the peasant movements in the past colonical India.

Generally speaking, peasant movement in India arose during British colonial rule, when the colonial rulers
introduced new agrarian policies leading to the restructuring of agrarian relation in country, initialed new kinds
of ownership system over land, imposed new forms of rent and tax, and gradually subverted the small
traditional handicraft industries throughout the country, pushing the practitioners to massive indebtedness and
impoverishment. Moreover, the economic policies of the British government served to protect the interests of
land lords and moneylenders as against the peasants. Inevitable the peasants pose in revolt against this climate
of injustice that led to thief panparisation.

We can enlist here same of the major peasant agitations/movements in the early phase of direct imperial
rule. The British East India Company during its rule of nearly hundred years, prepared the basis for further
colonial exploitation & oppressing of Indian population.

Indigo Revolt of 1859-60 : European planters persuaded and often pressurised the peasants to plant
indigo instead of food crops. They provided loans at a very high rate of interest. The price paid by the planters
was barely 2.5% of the actual market price. Farmers were totally unprotected from the oppression of the
indigo planters, who resorted to mortgages and destruction of their property if they were unwilling to obey
them. Under such severe oppression, farmers could not but revolt.

Peasant uprising (1873-75) : A section of fundal lords forcefully cokected rents and land taxes, often
enhanced for the poor peasants and prevented the tenants from acquiring occupancy right under Act X of
1859. Due to the decline is the 1870s, the farmers were struggling with farmiae. Some of the landlords
declared an escalation of land taxes and triggered the resistance movement by the ryots (presents) against the
Jamindar peasants were often evicted from land on the pretext of non-payment of rent.

Deccan Riots of 1875 : Peasants of Maharasthra in some parts of Pune, Satara and Ahmednagar
districts revolted against increasing agrarian distress and indebtedness. The rioters specific goal was to
forcefully seize and destroy the bonds, decrees and documents in the custody of the moneylenders. The
cultivators distress resulted from the commercialisation of agriculture under British land revenue policies,
following agricultural prices, heavy taxation and a sense of political powerlessness

5.5 Movements during the Gandhian Phase

Champaran Satyagraha (1917) : The European planters resorted to all sorts of illegal and inhuman
methods of indigo cultivation. The peasants were exploited not only by the foreign planters but also by the
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local landlords. It was in such a situation that Gandhiji, after his return from South Africa, took up their cause
of protest and launched the movement. The movement was against the 'tinkathia' system which was enforced
by european planters demanding that farmers have to cultivate indigo on 3/20 th of the total land in their
possession.

Moplah Rebellion of 1921 : In the malabar region of southern India, the Mopla tenants started a
resistances movement against the oppressive colonial rule as well as the prevailing fundal system dominated
by the Hindu upper caste landlords; and this rebellious movement was tied up in favour of Khilapat movement.
There were a series of clashes between the Mappila peasantry and their landlords, supported by the British
throughout the 19tj & 20th centuries. The colonial British authorities lounched heavy handed crackdown of
the Khilapat movement which was met by resistance of the peasants in the earnd and valluvanad taheks of
malabar.

In the initial stage, the movement had the support of Mahandas Gandhi and other nationist leaders. The
Mappilas, later, attacked and took control of police stations, British govt. offices, courts & govt treasies,
Significantly, sometimes some upper caste Hindus Naiss, Nambudiris and dhiyyas also acted on leaders in
many parts of Valluvanad.

Contemporary British administrators and modern historiaus differ markedly in their assessment of the
incident debating whether the revolts were triggered off by religions loyalties or agrarian grievances.

Other significant peasant movements : Among other significant peasant movements in this phase,
special mention should be made of kheda & Bardoli peasant struggles both of which are better known as
satyagraha movements under the leadership of M. K. Gandhi and other nationalist leaders like Sardar Patal,
Indulal Yajsik, N. M Joshi an several others. Both these peasant movements were primarily 'No-Tax'
movement directed against colonial administration and authority.

Some of the modern historians, however, have tried to make a classification of the above mention peasant
movements/uprisings on the basis the movements orentation and organisation, as well as the nature of their
participants and leadership. Some of these uprisings are regarded as movements from below, while other
peasant struggles are considered movements from top.

5.6 Impact of these Movements

Although these peasant movements/results did not aim at uprooting the British rule from India, they could
certainly create awareness among the Indians in general and peasants in particular.

The peasants developed increasing awareness about the means between the colonial rulers and the new
land lords of India. They also became conscious of their legal rights in and untride the courts.

These revolts inspired various other voces of protest in other fields of social life. They prepared the
ground for various other uprisings such as Sikh Wars in punjab and finally the revolt of 1857.

Peasant voices were heard : Peasants emerged as the main force in agrarian movement, fighting directly
for their own demands.
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a) The Govt. appointed an indigo commission to enquire into the problem of indigo cultivation. Based
on its recommendations, the Govt. issued a notification in Nov. 1860 that the ryots could not be
compelled to grow indigo and that it would ensure that all disputes were settled by legal means.

b) The deccan Agriculturists Relief Act was passed in 1879.

¢) Various Kisan Sabhas were formed to organise and agitate for peasants demands during
Noncooperation movement.

Growth of nationalism : The Champaron agrarian Act was assented by the Governor-General of India
on 1 may, 1918. The ideology of nonviolence has given much strength to the peasants who participated in
the movement. The movement also contributed to the growth of nationalism.

These movements created an atmosphere for past-independence agrarian reforms hike for instance filing

of upper limit of ownership of agricultural land and abolition of Jammindari system. Thus these movements
eroded the power of the big landlords, thus adding to the transformation of the agrarian structure.

5.7 Peasant uprising/movements during & after Independance

To examine the long array and wide spectrum of peasant uprising and movements during the days of
independence as well as in the past-colonial period. We consider it wise to follow the typology very
thoughtfully constructed, by prof. Sudha Rai. Her typology of agrarian movements is based upon five fold
criteria.

1. The pattern of land ownership which determines the mode of production, class structure and
prevailing agrarian relations.

2. State policies as major determinants in the shifts and changes in the agrarian economy, with the
introduction of new policies. Most movements are either against particular state policies, or making demands
that the state con not easily ignore.

3. Technology based change, which is a powerful and independent force, can sometimes create serious
unfavorable impact upon the life and livelihood of a large section of peasants & village population.

4. The pattern of mobilisation (of peasants) which is based on class, and at times caste.

5. Leadership, together with strategies, issues and demands.

On the basis these criteria, agrarian movements in past-Independence India have been classified into three
categories.

1. Anti-fendal movements against exploitation by landlords is against the state demanding redistribution
of land, higher wages for labour, lower rent to small peasants and end to other exploitative
practices. Immediately after Independence, discontent arising out of the failure of the state of fulfil
its promise of land reform resulted in a member of 'land grab' movements led by peasant leaders
associated with communist or socialist parties or organisations.

2. Movements by rich peasants/capitalist farmers following the green revolution in the 1960, and the
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resultant commercialisation of agriculture and class differentiation. Led by right farmers organisations
these movements acted as pressure groups upon the state, and demanded policies favourable to
them. A section of the big farmers who benefited from the Green Revolution became the new
power holders in the country side.

3. Since the early 1990s, due to a general crisis in Indian agriculture that resulted in a slowdown
in the rate of agricultural growth and the structural adjustment programme (SAP) leading to the
globalisation of the Indian economy and resultant changes in the policy regime farmers movements
have entered a new phase. However in recent times, with the depending of economic reforms,
movements attracting smaller farmers have emerged against the acquisition of agricultural land by
state govts for the industrial/mining projects of private national & International compassing.

5.8 Significant Peasant movements during and after Independence
(Tebhaga & Telengana)

Now we can shift our focus of attention to some of the major peasant movements of militant nature in
India during & after Independence.

Surfacing of radicalism in the left wing politics in India's peasant struggle can safely be traced back to
the middle of the 1940s. Around 1946 two very significant peasant rebellious of regional nature errupted and
spread in two distant parts of the country. Both these movements were organised and initiated by the
communist Party's local leaders and cadres.

Both these two militant peasant tribal movements were nearly simultaneous in occurrence and more or
less militant in nature. This fact evidently points to the growing vadicatisation of the left wing communist
politics, expressing itself through peasant uprising.

The Bengal provincial Kisan Sabha, in September, 1946 gave a call to implement through mass struggle
the flood commission recommendation of Tebhaga. The commission recommendation that two thirds of the
crop, instead of half, should go to the sharecropper (locally known as Bargader, Bhagchasi, or Adhyar)
working on land rented from Jotdars (Landlords). Communist cadres including many urban student militants,
volunteered to organise the sharecroppers in the distant countryside. A vast majority of rural population in
Bengal gradually lost land through depression and famine and were pushed down to the level of sharecropper
who constituted almost 60% of villagers in some tebhaga strongholds.

North Bengal became the stormcentre, with Thakurgaon Subdivision of Dinajpur district and adjoining
areas of Jalpaiguri, Rangpur and Malda. The movement also developed in Mymensingh, Midnapure (Mahisadal,
Sutahata and Nandigram i particular) and Kakdwip area of 24 parganas. The North Bengal peasants were
mostly from Rajbansis, a lowly caste tribal origin, most of who were Adhyar or poor peasants.

From the point of view of radicalism in India's left-wing and communist politics. Telengana peasant tribal
upraising is considered a landmark. Historian Prof. Sumit Sarkar commeuted : "Where Tebhaga and
Punnapra-Vajalar had gone to the brink of armed struggle, but failed to cross it, Telengana between July 1946
and October 1951 saw the biggest querriella war so far of modern Indian history". At its height the upraising
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could bring to its fold nearly three thousand villages spread over 16,000 square miles with a population of
Three million. The then Hyderabad region under the ruling Nizams was marked by a combination of religions
linguistic domination of a small Urdu-speaking Muslim elites over predominantly Hindu Telegu, Marathi and
Kanada language groups. Devoid of all political and civil liberties, the crudest form of fundal exploitation
prevailed in the Telengana region, where Muslim and high-caste Hindu Desmukhs' (revenue Collectors cum
landlords) and 'Jagirdars' extorted vetti (bonded or forced labour) along with payments in kind from lower
caste and tribal peasants and debt-slaves.

Historians point out that during the War-years communists had built up a very strong base in Telengana
regions, working through the Andhra Mahasabha and leading numerous local struggles on issues like wartime
exactions, rationing abuses, excessive rents and vetti.

Initially, the centres of resistance were in Jangaon Suryapet and Hyzuruagar taluks of Nalgonda, Soon
afterwards the movements spread to neighboring districts of warangal and Khammam.

Peasants organised into village 'Sangams' began by lathis slings with stones and chilly power. But gradually
on the face of brutal repression, they had to shift to the strategy of armed querilla squads which came to he
constituted from early 1947. At its height the querilla organisation had 10,000 village depence volunteers and
200 regular squad members.

In villages controlled by the querillas, vetti and bonded labour disappeared, agricultural wages were
raised, unjustly scired land was returnee to there previous peasant holders. Step were also taken to
redistribute waste lands as well as land above a ceiling fixed by the Sanghams.

A prominent figure in Telengana armed struggle, P. Sundaraiya has given a vivid picture of life in the
literated areas. According to his account in querilla-controlled areas, measures were taken to improve
irrigation and fight cholera, the amicable settlement of many peasant and family disputes, some improvement
in the status of women a decline in untouchability and superstitions. Another remarkable feature of the
movement was in the cultural sphere, with the use of folk songs and plays to preach revolutionary values.

5.9 Armed uprising of Naxalbari

It has been observed by historians and political commentators that the Telengana peasant uprising was
the most evident instance of the impact of Mao-Tse-tung's theory of new democracy in the Indian context
along the live of implementation of his strategy of organising peasant querilla squads around the countryside.

In the fedral polity of India, after the Fourth General Election in March 1967, there emerged 8 non-
congress govt unit of 17 state govt. C.P.I.(M) joined the united front govts in Kerala and West Bengal as
a major partner. In may, 1967, Naxalbari, till then an obscure and remote area in North Bengal, suddenly
became a centre of widespread attention with on armed peasant uprising.

Much in the live of Telengana peasant uprising and also as the torch bearer of the movement of Telenga
Naxalbari uprising was an armed peasant revolt in 1967 in Naxalbari block of Siliguri sub-division in
Darjeeling district of west bengal. It was primarily led by local tribals and radical communist leaders of Bengal
who further developed into communist party of India (Marxist Leninist) in 1969. higinating in West Bengal
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the Naxalist movement rapidly spread to other states of India.

It was Charu Majumdar, the leader ideologue of the uprising who presumed that the time was ripe for
launching an armed and protracted peoples war in India following the lesson of Chinese Revolution (1949),
Vietnam war and Cuban revolution "carry forwards the peasant struggle by fighting revisionism was the clarion
call of Charu Majumdar, which was incidentally the title of the lost one of 'Eight Documents by him another
chief architect of Naxalbari, Kanu Sanyal in his report on peasant movement in the Terai Region' gave an
analytical account of the uprising. This was however, followed by another document "More about Naxalbari"
written from jail in 1973, pointing to some lacunas in his earlier report.

Meanwhile, the communist party of China (CPC) had come out in support of the Naxalbari peasant
uprising by publishing an editorial article 'Spring thunder over India' in the Sth july 1967 issue of the Peoplis
Daily, the official organ of the CPC.

All these incidents did inevitably foment the contradictions within the CPI(M). The leadership of CPI(M)
disowned the movement, and the united front government in west bengal--whose main partner was CPI(M)-
-let loose severe police repression over the peasants there.

Even though the Naxalbari peasant uprising was quickly crushed, the revolutionary communist painstakingly
spread the movement and founded the all India Co-ordination Committee of communist revolutionaries, and
subsequently the communist party of India (Marxist Leninist) was born. The crucial point of difference
between Naxalbari peasant uprising and Telengana uprising lies in the fact that Telengana struggle did not
spread of other parts of the country and left no immediate trail after the setback in the Telengana region. This
is mainly because no all India party was built for the purpose.

Another important turning point in the Naxalbari politics is its gradual shift from the mainstream peasant
struggle to the more cladetinely militant activities among the tribals and other marginalised section of society
(such as the dalits) who generally inhabit the areas adjacent of hills, forests and other difficult terroius. Being
constantly hounded by military and administrative machinery of the Indian state, the Naxalbari revolutionaries
had to make such a shift and their strategy was tilted towards terrorising activities.

One more significant aspect of the movement was its wide spread and passionate appeal to the urban
youth particularly students from some of the most renowned colleges and esteemed universities of the country.
On the immediate aftermath of the Naxalbari uprising, the urban youth of India, considerable sections of them
hailing from the privileged sections of society, were conspicuously inspired of rise in revolt against the political
establishment of the country.

Close on the heels of Naxalbari peasant uprising a similar militant uprising surfaced at Srikakulam in
Andhra Pradesh. Although believed to have its roits in the Telengana rebellion of 1946, the Srikakkulam
episode of 1967 is aid to have been inspired afresh by the Naxalbari uprising. Two tribals associated with
the communist revolutionaries, Korassna and Manganne, were killed here by local landlords. In retaliation the
tribal population of the village rase up in arms, looting the landlords of their land and grains. The movement
escalated when a group of tribal peasants organised themselves into querilla squads to attack police
personnels.
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5.10 Student Movements in Pre & Past-Independence India

The contribution of the young as a social segment to India's social transformation and to India's
democracy is no less pivotal than that of the peasants workers, tribals or backward and lower castes.

The roots of student movement in India could be traced back to nearly 200 years ago with the formation
of the Academic Association in undivided Bengal's Hindu College under the guidance of Henry Louis Vivian
Derozio, a teacher of that college and a reformer, in 1828. His disciples who formed the 'young Bengal'--
a group of free thinkers, played an important role in the Bengal renaissance of the 19th century. In subsequent
years, several more debating societies across educational institutions, namely the Marathi Literary Society in
Bombay College and Gujrati Dramatic group in Gujrat University.

In 1905, students of Eden college in calcutta burned down the then vice Lord Curzon's effigy to protest
the partition of Bengal, one of the first documented instance of students protest in pre-independence India.

The first students strike in undivided India occurred in 1920 in King Edward Medical College of Lahore
against academic discrimination between Indian and English students.

Wide across the country students and their various organisations participated in the freedom struggle
through both violent and non-violent paths.

After independence, almost all major political parties started their student wings. Alongside, several
independent student groups and youth organisations come up to uphold the cause of socially and economically
underprivileged section of society. Although in many cases the students and their organisations remained
confined to the their immediate demands of the campus such as better infrastructure facilities, postponing fee
hike or abolishing some rigied time old disciplinary measures etc, in many other cases they have shown their
courage and wishdom to take up issues of broader public interest.

Historically speaking, early instances of student agitation in post-colonial India can be traced to movements
such as the demand for linguistic states in the 1950s (In Orissa, and even to the creating of Andhra Pradesh
and later Telengana) and the Madras anti-Hindi agitation of 1965.

Most notably one of the first major moments of radical pan-Indian student politics was the Naxalite
movement. What started on may 25 1967 as a peasant uprising in a small village of West Bengal--Naxalbari-
became a byword for revolutionary romanticism inspiring an entire generation of students in the late 1967s
and after.

The next milestone for radical student politics was against Emergency imposed by the then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi in 1975. In several universities and academic institution across India, students and faculty
members organised underground protest against the imposition of emergency over 300 student union leaders
along with Jai Prakash Narayan, who headed the Chatra Sangharsh Samiti were sent to jail.

The Chatra Sangharash Samiti led by J. P. Narayan focused on corruption, nepotism, electoral reforms
subsidised food and education reforms. As a non-violent protest it started from Patna University and spread
to several other institutes in Hindi speaking status of norther India. More importantly, the student backed J.
P. movement was successful pushing Indira Gandhi to the margins of Indian democracy and installing the first
non Congrees govt. at the centre.
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The post emergency period of the 1980s saw a militant turn in student politics and activism with the
Assam agitation and Sikh militancy in Punjab. Many students in Assam wee mobilised on the question of
protecting indigenous Assamese identity. The Assam agitaion is considered a landmark student agitation in
Indian history. Some of the participants like former all Assam students union (AASU) president Prafulla kumar
Mahanta later became a prominent political leader of Assam. The Sikh militancy on the other hand, mobilised
several young men who took arms against the Indian State, demanding a separate Sikh State (Khalistan).

Again, some glorious instances are there when students in large number got mobilised and rase in revolt
on issues originating in the campus but very soon moving beyond campus and talky to street transforming the
issue to an issue of wider political nature. Such issues range from the arrest on false sedition charges of
Kanhaiya Kumar, the president of the students union of JNU to the /// Rohit Vemula, a promising dalit student.

Dalit students have for long felt that prominent students unions like SFI, AISA, and such others have
either ignored the issue caste discrimination or have not taken it seriously. Rahit himself was a part of SFI
before he joined the Ambedkar Students Association (ASA). But today Rahit's death has became a vantage
point for both Dalit students and others student unions of consolidate the broad based student movement.

In the latest phase of student agitation come a spate of protests against the CAA & NRC. The root of
these protests can be traced back to the JNU agitation of 2016 and the agitation against Rohit Vemula's
suicide at university of Hyderabad. The spread of the fire of protests against the CAA and NRC from
shahinbag in Delhi to other distant cities in India, including its Kolkata counterpart at Park Circus Maidan is
a testimony to the changing character of student movement in India. Today's students protesting against the
CAA and NRC find themselves a part of movements historical movement. Whether this moment marks the
beginning of a new chapter in the history of India's student politics is yet to be seen.

5.11 Self Assessment Questions

(a) Analyse the significance of peasant movements in the pre and post independent period in India with
special reference to Tebhaga and Telengana movements.

(b) Analyse the growth and development of working class movement in India.
(c) Give a detailed account of the Naxalbari uprising.

(d) How has the nature of student movements changed from pre and post independent times till today?
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6.1 Objectives

Learners will be able to

L]

L]

L]

Understand the meaning and definition of regional autonomy, its genesis and development in India.
Learn about the conceptual issues and causes associated with the movement forregional autonomy

Know about different regional autonomy movements and secessionist movements in Indiathrough

selective cases

6.2 Introduction

Indian historiography has generally been an elitist understanding of the developments thatshaped the
national consciousness and has generally disregarded social, non-politicalor regionalmovements as being of
importance. There are two strands within thelndian national movement during the colonial period;thepan-

50




nationalmovement (generally andunfortunately considered to be proposed by the Indian National Congress)
and the regionalmovement for identity and autonomy, that often challenged the Congressimposedidea of India.
Despite theBritish appraisal of India as a non-nationdue to its diverse polity and cultural, socio-economicand
regional differences~ the regional identities of various groups of people asserted themselvesin a rejection of
the larger homogenised, national identity and constantly reasserted the idea ofnationhood and community
amongst their adherents. Most often referred to as ‘little nationalism’, ‘regionalism’, ‘sub-nationalism’or even
“full -fledged nationalism’ these movements ranparallel to and sometimes in conflict with the larger pan-
nationalassertion of a free India andIndian identity.

The collapse of the colonial system and the newlyforgedindependence derived from it gavegreater
momentum to the subnationalmovements that now saw a renewed purpose in theirdemand for autonomy,
vernacular recognition, cultural emergence and freedom from a new formof imposed, dominant Indianness.
While the British administration had sought homogeneity inthe formation of states, the homogeneity that was
sought was based on the principle culturalbases of the elite and advanced, while peasant and other backward
communities were subsumedinto the larger ‘imagined community’vis-a-visBenedict Anderson(1991). While
thenationalistic fervour within these sub-regionalcommunities tried to emerge in the form of ethnicand
autonomy movements and demands for linguistic creation of states.It would be Dr.BR Ambedkar in hisbook
“Thoughts on Linguistic States” who would finally articulate the need for the linguisticreorganisation of states
at a pan-nationallevel and bring the topic to the fore. The StatesReorganisation Act in 1956, saw the first
addressal of the issue of linguistic organisation as statessuch as Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh came into
being after amalgamating and/or breaking upexisting provinces and princely states that had acceded to the
Indian Union. Regional diversityalong ethnic lines was finally being addressed be it in the ethno-racial,ethno-
regional,ethno-linguisticor ethno-nationalsense.

Religious ethnicity was disregarded due to the profusionof diversity in religious observance and belief
systems that led the makers of the Indiannationstateto follow secularism.There was however discontent
amongst several ethnic groups, as they felt that theirsub-nationalistidentity had not been considered or had
been trivialised by the Indian State,leading to mass uprisings and movements such as those in Telangana,
Bodoland and in thedemand for Khalistan. The Indiraerain Indian political history saw some of the most
violentbacklashes against the State as movements across the nation sprang up, often with bloodyconsequences.
Be it in the Naxalite movement or the Khalistan movement~ The Indian Stategrappled with the repercussions
of denying groups of people a legitimate existence based on theirregional identity, diversity and multiple
national consciousness. Some of those movementsexist even today.In all this time, the intractable bone of
contention that is Kashmir, was wracked with violenceand bloodshed. A cry for separation was also raised
and it further contributed to theconflict in Kashmir that already saw the death of so many of its inhabitants.

The genesis of subnationalismand regional autonomy movements are also parallel to another issuethatof
uppercastehegemonyand domination. Often rising as a response to the exploitation of the lower castes by
thebourgeois uppercastes(as seen in separatist movements in southern India against the dominanceof Tamil
Brahmins), subnationalismevoked strong emotions amongst groups that now foundthemselves in a position to
challenge the status quo and seek equal representation for themselves.The subaltern could now speak, and
quite loudly at that!
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6.3 Features of Regional Autonomy Movement

One manifestation of the fight back on the part of the states has taken the shape of the movements talked
off as the state autonomy movements. This is so because the division of powers between the centre and states
is such that balance of powers tends to be against the states. Without going into details let us take just an
instance. All the powers to impose taxes on constantly expanding incomes, like excise and custom duties or
the income tax, also known as the elastic sources of income are with the centre. As such the states become
resource; starved and dependent on the centre for whatever they would like to undertake.

Apart from the struggle for financial resources, the state autonomy movements have a political dimension,
which gives them a distinct character. This dimension involves issues such as the question of the exercise of
powers by the centre under Art.356, to dismiss the state government, appoint and remove of governors,
standing of the states within the federal structure, and such other questions. In all of these, the centre exercises
discretionary powers and the states are quite at the mercy of the centre. The movements for state autonomy
have been centered on these issues. The scope of the state autonomy movements can best be captured in
what is contained in the document called the Sarkaria Commission Report. The development of capitalism
necessitates, as one of its conditions, the formation of larger markets for commodity production. This
condition and the requirements of the capital, which is growing bigger all the time, demand centralization of
decision-making. The centralization of state power is in part a reflection of this inner logic inherent in the
capitalist development. The consequent erosion of the rights of the states or denial of autonomy to them is
not simply a matter of will of this or that leader or this or that party in a simple sense; there are deeper forces
working,

This is a trend discernible all over the world. The history of the evolution of the federation in USA or
Canada clearly shows this. Hence the issue of state autonomy and state rights is more than a question of
simple choice between federal and unitary preferences on only a constitutional level, in spite of the fact that
the constitutional division of power is very important. The trend towards the centralisation of power is inherent
but how it works out in specific circumstances in different countries is dependent on the configuration of
political forces.

6.4 Regional Autonomy Movements: Major Paradigms

To move away from the macroviewof the Indian situation with its contentions between regional diversity
and representation with the dominant pan-nationalimposition of identity, it is necessary to focus on specific
issues as being representative of a larger crisis of being within the Indiannation-stateand its constituent
elements.There are two paradigms to understand this phenomenon.

a. Movements for regional Autonomy or Recognition of New States

b. Movements for Secession from the State
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6.4.1 Movement for Regional Autonomy or Recognition of New States

The first of the two paradigmatic manifestations of the secessionist or separatist idea, autonomyor the
recognition of new states was the primary demand for several subnationalgroups. Notwishing to secede and
thereby lose the benefits of being part of the Indian Union or perhaps, notfinding complete separation to be
a viable or pragmatic option to assert their identity, severalgroups sought to generate autonomy for the region
they were concentrated in or sought thecreation of new states within the Indian federal structure. The cases
being studied asrepresentative of this paradigm are the following.

6.4.1.1 The Movement for Bodoland

The Government of India Act, 1935 created a distinction between hilldwellingandplaindwelling

tribes, as a result of which the plaindwellingBodos were excluded from thelarger tribal category(Baruah
1986:11). This distinction was maintained in the Sixth Schedule of the IndianConstitution. The Muslim League
government in the State of Bengal, in 1942, passed aresolution that called for grazing land in Assam to be
opened up to Bengali immigrants. Thiscaused a large exodus of Bengali Muslim immigrants from East Bengal
into the ‘unclaimed land’which was previously used by the Bodo tribesmen for shifting cultivation. To better
understandthe scale at which this influx took place, data shows that the population of Assam rose from
omillion in 1941 to 22 million in 1991 as a result of this largescaleimmigration (Baruah 2003:44). In order
to betterthe immigrant situation, the Assam Accord was signed in 1985 (ibid). Under this Accord, the
Bodoswere grouped with the Assamese people as a single cultural unit. This angered some individualsfrom
the Bodo community, including Upendranath Brahma, who went on to become thePresident of the All Bodo
Students Union whose aim was self -determination for Bodo tribes.

Under the Bodo Accord of 1993, the Bodo Autonomous Council was established whichrecognized 2700
villages under it (Baruah 2003:44). However, over 500 villages were left out due to the fact thatthey didn’t
have a Bodo majority (ibid). This angered Bodo leaders and as a result, the BodoAutonomous Council failed
and the National Democratic Front of Bodoland was established.Following this, there was a period of
violence against the non-Bodopopulation by the NDFB andanother extremist organization called the Bodo
Liberation Tigers. A Second Bodo Accord wassigned in 2003 which included the Bodo tribe under the Sixth
Schedule and established the BodoAutonomous Council (Bhaumik 2004: 123). The NDFB was dissatisfied
by the Accord, claiming that it is dilute andunsatisfactory and continues to demand a separate state for the
Bodos.

The crux of the problem here is the lack of recognition of the Bodo identity. The Bodo people,who
account for 40% of the population of Assam, are the largest Brahmaputra Plaindwellingtribe. The Assam
Accord forcibly assimilated the Bodo people with the Assamese people,despite their distinct cultural identity.
Even the language spoken by this tribe, the Bodo languagewas not taught in schools and the Bodo people
were forced to study in Assamese. The Bodopeople are, compared to the Assamese, a socially and
economically backward group. To furthercompound the issue, the Muslim immigrants (from the time of the
British rule) that encroachedon their land cost them their livelihood as they survived on shifting agriculture and
could notassert their claim on the land (Misra 2012: 21). The problem is thus a complex onethathas cultural,
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economicand religious aspects to it. This continues to be a source of conflict today, and the central
issueremains unresolved. With strains of conflict along ethno-linguistic, ethno-regionaland ethno-raciallines,
thesub-nationalistmovement in Assam continues to agitate and was not recogniseby the IndianState. Negotiating
a Bodo identity is a difficult task for the tribal people and most are nowdissatisfied with the perceived apathy
displayed by the Indian Government at recognizing regional diversity and disparity. The new NRC Policy in
Assam hopefully solve some problems created by the Bangladeshi Muslim Migrants, but the Bodo issue as
a complex problem remain unsolved today.

6.4.1.2 The Movement for Telangana

An early manifestation of regional autonomy movement was the “Telangana movement’ which resulted the
state of Andhra Pradesh in the past and recently a separate state of Telangana was also created bifurcating
Andhra Pradesh. The princely ruler of Hyderabad, the ‘Nizam’ had attempted unsuccessfully to maintain
Hyderabad as an independent state separate from India in 1947 (Forrester 1970:12). His efforts were
simultaneous with the largest agrarian armed rebellion in modern Indian history. Starting in July 1946,
communist-led guerrilla squads began overthrowing local feudal village regimes and organising land reform in
Telugu-speaking areas of Hyderabad, collectively known as Telangana (an ancient name for the region dating
from the Vijayanagar period) (ibid). In time, about 3,000 villages and some 41,000 square kilometers of
territory were involved in the revolt (ibid). Faced with the refusal of the Nizam of Hyderabad to accede his
territory to India and the violence of the communist-led rebellion, the central government sent the army in
September 1948. By November 1949, Hyderabad had been forced to accede to the Indian union, and by
October 1951, the violent phase of the Telangana movement had been suppressed (ibid).

The effect of the 1946-51 rebellion and communist electoral victories in 1952 election had led to the
destruction of Hyderabad and set the scene for the establishment of a new state along linguistic lines. In 1953,
based on the recommendation of the States Reorganization Commission, Telugu-speaking areas were
separated from the former Madras States to form ‘Andhra Pradesh’. The commission also contemplated
establishing Telangana as a separate state, but instead Telangana was merged with Andhra to form the new
state of Andhra Pradesh in 1956.

The concerns about Telangana were manifold. The region had a less developed economy than Andhra,
but a larger revenue base (mostly because it taxed rather than prohibited alcoholic beverages), which
Telanganas feared might be diverted for use in Andhra. They also feared that planned dam projects on the
Krishna and Godavari rivers would not benefit Telangana proportionately even though Telanganas controlled
the headwaters of the rivers. Telanganas feared too that the people of Andhra would have the advantage in
jobs, particularly in government and education.

The central government decided to ignore the recommendation of the Commission to establish a separate
Telangana state and, instead, merged the two regions into a unified Andhra Pradesh. However, a ‘gentlemen’s
agreement’ provided reassurances to the Telangana people. According to the agreement; for at least five
years, revenue was to be spent in the regions proportionately to the amount they contributed. Education
institutions in Telangana were to be expanded and reserved for local students. Recruitment to the civil service
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and other areas of government employment such as education and medicine was to be proportional. The use
of Urdu was to continue in the administration and the judiciary for five years. The state cabinet was to have
proportional membership from both regions and a deputy chief minister from Telangana if the chief minister
was from Andhra and vice versa. Finally, the Regional Council for Telangana was to be responsible for
economic development, and its members were to be elected by the members of the state legislative assembly
from the region.

Discontent with the 1956 gentlemen’s agreement intensified in January 1969 when the guarantees that had
been agreed on were supposed to lapse. Student agitation for the continuation of the agreement began at
Osmania University in Hyderabad and spread to other parts of the region. Government employees and
opposition members of the state legislative assembly swiftly threatened ‘direct action’ in support of the
students. The protestors’ occurred severe violence including mob attacks on railroads, road transport, and
government facilities, spread over the region. In addition, seventy-nine police firings resulted in twenty three
deaths and the education system was shut down where examinations were cancelled. Calls for a separate
Telangana state came in the midst of counter violence in Andhra areas bordering Telangana. The Telangana
movement grew out of a sense of regional identity as such, and demanded redress for economic grievances,
the writing of a separate history, and establishment of a sense of cultural distinctness. The emotions and forces
generated by the movement were not strong enough, however, for a continuing drive for a separate state. In
the late 1980s and early 1990s, the People’s War Group, an element of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist), renewed violence in Andhra Pradesh but was dealt with by state police forces.

After several years of protest and agitation from the year 1997-2013 and keeping the six alternative
solution proposals of the Srikrishna committee in mind with the immediate political reaction of the state, the
central government under the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) decided to bifurcate the existing Andhra
Pradesh State. On 7 February 2014, the Union Cabinet unilaterally cleared the bill for the creation of
Telangana (https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/15th-lok-sabha-holds-nerve-passes-telangana-bill). On
18February 2014, the LokSabha passed the bill with a voice vote. Subsequently, the bill was passed by
RajyaSabha on 20 February 2014 (https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/The-story-of-Indias-
29th-State). As per the Bill, Hyderabad became the capital of Telangana but it will function as the de jure
capital of Andhra Pradesh for another ten years. On 2 June 2014, Telangana as a separate state was created
(ibid). But the Telangana movement was never directed against the territorial integrity of India, unlike the
insurrections in Jammu and Kashmir and some of the unrest in northeastern India.

6.4.2 Movement for Secession from the State

The demand for seceding from the State is one that has crippled the Indian State’s imagined Perception
of equanimity and unity across its vast expanse. Be it in Kashmir or in the ill-fated Khalistan movement, there
has been an almost complete use of force to retain the socalled democracy that is India in its current form.

6.4.2.1 Movement for Separate Khalistan

The Khalistan movement was a secessionist movement that aimed to create an independent Sikh Country
named Khalistan in the Punjab region of the Indian subcontinent. Initially, the Sikhs had proven their loyalty
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to the British through their services in the Army after the Revolt of 1857 (Pal 1984:70).However, following
the JallianwalaBagh incident and also the reduced percentage ofrepresentation than that which they were
guaranteed in the Punjab legislative council, theirloyalty began to falter. When the Muslim League fought for
the creation of Pakistan, Sikh leaders also felt that a needfor their own country was imperative. However,
their numbers were comparatively less and theredid not exist a particular region in which they were
concentrated so as to assign it as a separatestate for them.

The Partition of 1947 resulted in part of Punjab being absorbed into the Pakistani state and theother part
being retained by India (ibid). Sikh leaders and activists did not give up on their aspirationsfor the creation
of an independent state. The Indian government refused to consider the idea of theformation of a separate
state based on religion, however, they did divide the already brokenPunjab along linguistic lines into Punjab
and Haryana as they had with other states such asAndhra Pradesh and Maharashtra. The Sikhs were
dissatisfied with the decision as many Hinduscontinued to reside in their area while the proportion of
waterdistributionalso remained unequalbetween Haryana and Punjab.In the 1980s, Sikhs expressed their
feelings of alienation followingwhich they proposed a quest for a separate identity from the predominant Hindu
regions due to asense of discrimination that they perceived from the then status quo (ibid: 71). This stemmed
from the wishto gain more political and economic autonomy from the government.

The Congress exercised more power in Punjab than the Akali Dal which never seemed to gain the full
support of Sikhs in the region. Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, a religious leader who washoned by the Congress
to gain and retain more power advocated a more assertive form ofpolitics. He was backed by the Congress
and brought into the political forefront in order tosuppress the Akali Dal. The continued failure of the Akali
Dal gave more power to this assertive,radical and militant form of politics that Bhindranwale endorsed. Soon,
his growing popularityposed a threat for both the Akali Dal and the Congress under Indira Gandhi.Following
the Anandpur Sahib Resolution, it was evident that Punjab was being neglected whenit came to the problems
of territory and water distribution. This further strengthened the fury ofthe masses which led to greater
tension.Militancy in Punjab arose with the rise of Bhindranwale and his propagation of Sikhfundamentalism
around 1978. His role as a religious leader gained him popularity, resulting inthe formation of groups that
aimed to eradicate all those opposing the Sikh faith. Punjabexperienced an increase in violence from 1982
till 1983. These attacks became daily affairs withfigures of authority being killed on a large scale. Following
the threat, President’s Rule wasimposed on October 6, 1983. Bhindranwale and his supporters took refuge
in the Golden Temple in Amritsar (Bal, 2005:1158).

‘Operation Blue Star’ was a mission carried out by the Indian army in order to end the militantviolence
that was propagated by him and his followers which resulted in a massacre, includingBhindranwale’s death,
within the temple premises and colossal damage to the temple itself (Gupta 1988:168).Sikhs all over the world
condemned the attack on their holiest shrine. This anger led to theassassination of the then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi by her two Sikh bodyguards on October31, 1984 (ibid). Following this, rage and violence
broke out against Sikhs which was blamed on theCongress. This proved to be the catalyst in the violent
struggle for a separate state.The secessionist movement for the creation of a separate state was strongly
backed by the Sikhdiaspora. The attack on the Golden Temple was a major force in uniting the Sikh
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separatistsentiment outside India as well. Numerous Sikh organisations and groups were formed thataimed to
collect funds and train militants to aid the movement in India, supporting theseorganisations were extremist
leaders, one of whom was Dr. Jagjit Singh Chauhan who had firstproposed the idea of Khalistan in 1971
(ibid). He envisioned the state to have its own flag, currency,passport, etc.

To add to the support of the Sikh diaspora, it was also said that Pakistan had been another supportive
hand in the movement in terms of providing Sikh secessionists and militant groupswith arms.The Khalistan
secessionist movement saw its end when police commissioner K.P.SGill, supported by the army, employed
his harsh tactics to eliminate terrorist and militantactivities(Jodhka 2001: 1123). With the elimination of major
Sikh fundamentalists who also had links to the Inter-Services Intelligence of Pakistan, people of the state grew
to reject the idea of violence andmilitancy which marked the end of the Khalistan movement (ibid). The growth
of the separatist sentiments amongst the Sikhs was primarily due to political andeconomic factors. It was a
fear of alienation and the failure to establish an identity. The army presence and enforcement of lawful activity
saw the militant factions lose ground.Losing their support base due to their lack of concern towards civilians,
the militants were forcedto disband or surrender to the rule of law. The lack of substantial reasons such as
geographicallimitations, fewer numbers to fight for the cause and a decline in external support led to the endof
the struggle for the Sikhs’ demand for an independent state~ a crisis of identity that caused oneof the worst
periods in post-independenthistory and saw the deaths of hundreds of innocentpeople.

6.4.2.2 Movement for Azad Kashmir

In 1846, Maharaja Gulab Singh ‘purchased’ the Kashmir Valley from the British under the treaty of
Amritsar, and the state of Jammu and Kashmir was created (Raghunath, 2011:123). This state united
thepredominantly Muslim Kashmir valley with Ladakh and the Hindu area of Jammu. MaharajaGulab Singh
belonged to a Hindu dynasty by the name of the Dogras. While Kashmiri Punditsflourished under the Dogra
rule, Muslims suffered. Their grievances were hardly addressed andthey did not get adequate representation
in the state.At the same time, the British commanded the region and the Dogras were subservient to them.
In1872, a mixed court of Ritish and Dogra officials was formed to hear civil suits wherein theBritish created
a right of succession within the Dogra family (ibid).

As time passed by, discontent among the people burgeoned. Muslim masses yearned for freedomwhile
educated Hindus craved for viable employment but the British, in their pursuit of retainingpower in the region,
kept stirring up trouble.Rising discontent and frustration with authoritarian apathy led to the formation of the
All Jammuand Kashmir Muslim Conference, in 1932 (ibid). The Muslim Conference worked at helping
outpeasants, artisans and Kashmiri locals, and Sheikh Abdullah, the President of the MuslimConference,
urged even the Hindu youth to join the conference.Abdullah’s success in electoral politics and the success of
the Indian National Congress inpressurising the British to begin drafting the constitution for a free India led
him to believe thatKashmir would also achieve its liberation within the larger Indian struggle for freedom.

In 1946, the Quit Kashmir movement was launched against the Dogra dynasty. In 1947, Indiagained
Independence and at the same time, the new nation of ‘Pakistan’ was carved out of her (ibid: 124).Though
Abdullah cherished autonomy, he preferred acceding to a secular nation like India ratherthan a politically
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Muslim Pakistan. Jammu and Kashmir signed a standstill agreement with Indiaand Pakistan but Maharaja Hari
SinghtheDogra king, delayed the decision for accession toretain his autonomy. In the October 1947,
Mohammad Ali Jinnah sent in Afridi, Pashtun andPathan clans of the mountainous regions of Pakistan into
Kashmir. Out of fear, Maharaja HariSingh, went into hiding and requested help from Nehru (ibid). Nehru
agreed to help but only if HariSingh would sign the instrument of accession. The document was hastily signed
and troops wereairlifted to Kashmir and the tribes were pushed back.

By this time, communal tensions had mounted in the state, Muslims and Hindus asserted
theirEthnoreligiousidentities and let go of their ‘kashmiriyat’. In 1947, the first Kashmir war happened, and
on 1% January 1949, a ceasefire agreement wassigned, wherein Pakistan received certain western and
northern regions of Kashmir and also anarea which was later called ‘Azad Kashmir’ or ‘Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir’ (ibid).In 1952, Jammu and Kashmir was given special status under Article 370 of the
IndianConstitution, and Nehru promised Abdullah that a plebiscite would be conducted soon (Sharma 2000:
107).Movements within India started, protesting against Article 370 and demanding completeintegration of
Kashmir into India even as Kashmiris demanded autonomy (ibid). In 1953, SheikhAbdullah was jailed and
a puppet Congress chief minister was appointed who soon declaredKashmir to be an integral part of the
Union of India (ibid).Meanwhile the 62 Sinolndianwar had taken place in 1962 (Wadhwa 1999: 60).In 1964,
Abdullah was released fromjail and he tried to mend relations with Nehru, but Nehru passed away that year.
In 1965,Pakistan undertook Operation Gibraltar and sent a few thousand militants across the border
intolndian Kashmir (ibid).

Amanullah Khan and Magbool Butt, Kashmiri nationalists, formed another Plebiscite Front which had an
armed wing called the Jammu and Kashmir National Liberation Front (NLF) inAzad Kashmir, which had the
objective of freeing Kashmir from Indian occupation. In 1965, theTashkent Pact was signed and India and
Pakistan decided to go back to pre1965agreement (ibid).Since then, politics in Kashmir has been controlled
and shaped by a number of forces. Militancyis commonplace and communal clashes are routine.
Separatistmilitantgroups like the JKLF,function clandestinely in Kashmir. Terrorist activities from the side of
Pakistan is going regularly, and there is heavy army deployment in the state which has led toresentment for
the institution among the people.

Till 2009, according to official figures almost4000 people had gone missing and 47,000 people had died
in the Kashmir conflict, which islargely seen as an armed conflict. The worst part of the conflict is that Kashmir
is stuck betweentwo warring countries and thus has been alienated from both.While there have been brief
periods of peace, the state is constantly in tumult as militancy,human rights violations and a decided apathy
for the lives of the Kashmiris takes over.Ethno-nationalismaside, most Kashmiris now seek to simply be
allowed to live in peace withoutthe fear of death or losing a loved one in the clash between armies and radical
forces from acrossborders.

6.5 Other Movements for Separate State and Regional Autonomy

In a similar strain another instance of demand for Secession is the DMK’s demand for Dravida Nadu
launching an agitation for the secession the erstwhile state of Madras from the Indian Union and formation
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of an independent sovereign state of Tamil Nadu. It is one of the political planks of the DMK to fight against
the imposition of Hindi on non-Hindi speaking people. The battle against Hindi that began in 1938 has not
yet ended (Rajaraman 1999: 12). The DMK opposed Hindi not because of any hatred towards a particular
language nor even due to its overwhelming love for the mother tongue viz., Tamil. Its opposition is based upon
deeper and more fundamental principles. If Hindi, the mother tongue of certain North Indian States, was
allowed to become the national language it would naturally result in the supremacy of those states over others.
Such situations make the non-Hindi states in general and Tamil Nadu in particular to take subordinate place
in the nation al politics. This is the real cause for which the DMK has been opposing the imposition of Hindi
even today.

They came forward to give up even their lives. The slogan “Life to Tamil and body to the soil”
reverberated throughout the length and breadth of the state of Tamil Nadu. An important ideological change
was the demand of Dravida Nadu as a sovereign independent state, separated from the Indian Union. In a
statement, Anna explained that his party had to give up its demand or a separate Dravida Nadu since no party
in our country could exist outside the ambit of the constitution of India. Instead, it has decided to function
as parliamentary party with good reasons. Accordingly, in June 1963, the central executive committee of the
DMK amended the party constitution to drop its goal of independent Dravida Nadu.

The hill districts of Assam have also displayed great regional feeling and demanded the formation of an
independent Mizo state. They demanded a separate state of Mizoram outside the union of India and in order
to press their demand they organized themselves in a political front known as the Mizo National Front (MNF).
The union government, naturally, turned down this demand and sought to suppress the movement. The Mizo’s
organized armed agitation and commenced guerilla warfare and took support from foreign powers like China.
In course of time, the Mizo leaders realized the futility of the agitational and violent approach and submitted
a memorandum to the Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi expressing their dissatisfaction with the existing
arrangements. A three-member delegation headed by (MNF) president Chunga met the prime minister in
January 1971 to impress upon her the genuine of their demand.

By this time, theMizo’s had given up their demand for secession from the Indian union and instead
demanded a referendum on the question of granting separate statehood to the Mizos. The union government
keeping their aspirations in view decided to make Mizo hill area a union Territory that was inaugurated by
the Prime Minister herself on 21st January 1972. It was named Mizoram. This arrangement however did not
satisfy the Mizo’s and as such they under the leadership of Laldenga continued their agitation to achieve their
objective of a separate Mizo state outside the Indian union. However in July 1976, an agreement was signed
between the central government and Laldenga, which decided to solve the Mizo’s problems through non-
violent means. But in March 1977 this agreement was violated by Laldenga by adopting violent means. And
as such Mizoram was elevated to the status of a state from the union territory in the Indian union.

Similarly, another tribe (Nagas of Assam) demanded for secession from the Indian union and agitated for
an independentstate. The Nagas formed the Naga National Council under ZapaPhizo to carry on an agitation
for the grant of independent status. In February 1950, phizo held in plebiscite on the issue of Naga
Independence and 99 percent of Nagas were said to be in favour of a sovereign independent state. Several
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attempts by the centre weremade to find a solution to the Nagaland problem, but nothing concrete emerged.
The rebels continued to be on warpath, although a vast majority of the Nagas has, however, now come within
the peace movement and have agreed and reconciled themselves to the idea that all efforts to create a
separate independent state of Nagaland outside the Indian Union will be a futile attempt and of no avail.

The Jharkhand Movement may be traceable to its innocuous socio-educational origins in the establishment
in 1912 of UnnatiSamaj and growth of political roots in the emergence in 1938 of Adivasi Mahasabha. Its
distinctive political aspiration crystallized a decade or so later in the goal of a Jharkhand state within the
IndianUnion. The agitation for the state continued ever since the movement glided meanderingly. It differs in
several other respects form the Naga Movement. If the latter produced the dour and tenacious
AnagamiZapoPhizo, the former boasts of the charismatic leader Jaipal Singh. But, unlike the unswerving phizo,
in retrospect it appears that perhaps unwittingly Jaipal Singh compromised the cause (Singh 2002: 45).
AfterJaipal Singh, the Jharkhand leadership neither adequately inspired the people nor distinguished itself too
highly except in skimpy patches. In consequence, the Movement spurted or languished over the decades
growing violent at times and lingering listlessly at others.

The Jharkhandis felt let down, caught in the maze of murky politics. Nagaland state was conceded quite
early in the battle the focus in history of the unremitting Jharkhand struggle was uncertain way ward and zigzag.
One cannot escape the feeling that though the Jharkhand demand, set within the constitutional premises, was
not unreasonable, at times, the movement leadership lacked the mettle and the fiber to clinch matters,
especially on occasions when the goal appeared within an ace of realization. Secondly, that the region’s public
weal and interest fell prey to political skull. Nevertheless, since, by and large, the movement was people.
Upborne, its fulfillment in 2000 sent waves of exhilaration and hope in the region. The Jharkhand and the
Bodoland Movements do not fall in the category of secessionist movements since the demands locate the
proposed states within the existing constitutional precincts. At best, they may be regarded as restructures
movements. The staunch protagonists of the nation-state may dub them as less malevolent thensecessionist,
though still malignant. Such votaries have to reset their sights. In India, a genuine over all federal structure has
not only been in the making but is also an imperative of an intensely diverse, evolving polity that might have
set out initially on a unitary constitutional path, but finds it incompatible with the evolutionary trends. Further,
it needs to be appreciated that such demands do not question the legitimacy of the nation state.

An internal rearrangement of a system may do no violence to the inherent fundamental federalist structure.
On the contrary, there is reason to repose belief in the view that the satisfaction generated on acceptance of
a rational demand may strengthen the inner bonds of the polity. To be sure, India will have to live with several
such movements at different points of time in different parts of the country, creating every time new political
and societal constellations. Infact, as of today, several demands for creation of new states are afloat. In a
polity of India’s kaleidoscopic variety and magnitude this should cause no loss of nerve. On the other hand,
it may lead to spring origins of creativity for a secular, throbbing, dynamic federal India, these different
movements has a serious impact on the integrity of the Indian union.
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6.6 Conclusion

Regional diversity is essential for the multiethnic, multicultural, multi-linguistic nation that is India to survive.
Secessionist and autonomous movements have risen in response to the climate of intolerance that has been
generated and masked under the disguise of Indian Democracy, which is moving towards the precipice of
complete collapse. Whether diversity can be accommodated and negotiated is something that must be
reimagined within the imagined community that is the Indian Nation State, while taking into account the reality
that is the crisis of identity which pervades across this country that prides itself on unity in spite of difference.
Rather than recognising and creating spaces for diversity within the existent federal setup of India, there has
been a marked apathy towards reducing inequality and growing class and rural urban division.

Studies of regionalism in India have tended to concentrate on the secessionist struggles in Kashmir and
Punjab, and on the non-secessionist regionalism — the various demands for the creation of new smaller States
within India. The persistent tendency of the centre has been to view these movements as threatening and
divisive and, therefore, with varying degrees of success, to resist and repress them. However, a number of
commentators have suggested that smaller States are one way in which India’s federal structure could become
more equipoise, decentralize, and participatory.

In conclusion, it can be said that, though regionalism and regional autonomy is against national integration
but it can be mitigate with necessary accommodation. First, there is no necessary conflict between federalism
and regional autonomy. The relations between the two may be conflicting as well as collaborating depending
on the manner of accommodation, if any, which is undertaken in a federal system. Federalism and regionalism
may be complementing each other in the practical political processes. The need for balance is of utmost
importance if unity of the country is not to be risked. Second, federation rather than a nation-state, ideal-
typically, is better able to accommodate ethnically distinct regions because while the nation-state demands
uniformity, federalism is based on the recognition of differences. This assumes special significance when the
top-down approach to federation-building is followed. Third, a three-tier federation should accommodate
regional autonomy of many forms and levels. A tier below the ‘states’, or ‘provinces’ with appropriate
constitutional guarantee may be necessary for regional accommodation. Four, regionalization may itself be a
technique for ethno-regional accommodation provided both the constitutional input and a sufficient ethno-
regional pressures from below are available. Following this technique, the spill-over effects of regional
autonomy movements and discontent can be minimized.

It is evident from the above discussion that a number of ethnic groups and communities in contemporary
India have been asserting their rights as nationalities because they perceive a threat to their identity and seek
to protect the same by trying to extract as many concessions as possible from the central political authorities.
It is this process of bargaining with the Centre for a better deal which appears to be associated very often
with the politics of assertion of nationalities in India. To sum up, it may be argued that in order to achieve
a genuine political integration of India, it is essential for the Indian state to appreciate the aspirations of these
nationalities. An understanding of the nationality question in India will, therefore, require an enquiry into these
processes.
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6.7 Self-Assessment Questions

1.

What do you mean by Regional Autonomy? How far movements for regional autonomy is a threat
for national integration?

2. What are the main causes behind regional autonomy movements in India?

Briefly comment on the politics of regional autonomy movements in contemporary India.

Identify the features of autonomy movements in India with special reference to some of the case
studies.

5. Write an essay on Telangana movement.

6. Differentiate between regional autonomy movements and secessionist movements.

6.8 Suggested Readings
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a)
b)
c)
d)
€)
f)
)
h)

i)

Write a bried note on the contextual veviables and determinants of West Bengal Politics.
Discuss the cultural aspects which influence the politics of West Bengal.

Evaluate the politics of West Bengal during 1947-1967.

Why does the congress dominantly rule in West Bengal during Dr. B. C. Roy? Argue your case.
Analyse the reasons for the failure of congress regime.

Examine the left front regime.

Explain the political situation of West Bengal Since 2011.

Discuss the features of West Bengal Politics.

Discuss in detail the development of Govt. of West Bengal Since 2010.
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