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From tribes there developed nations and states. Law and
politics arose, and with them the fantastic reflection of human
things in the human mind: religion. In the face of all these
creations, which appeared in the first place to be products of
the mind, and which seemed to dominate human society, the
more modest productions of the working hand retreated into
the background, the more so since the mind that plans the
labour process already at a very early stage of the development
of society was able to have the labour that had been planned
carried out by other hands than its own. All merit for the swift
advance of civilisation was ascribed to the mind, to the
development and activity of the brain...... and so arose in the
course of time that idealistic outlook on the world which,
especially since the decline of the ancient world, has dominated
men's minds. F. ENGELS.

Division of labour only becomes truly such from the
moment when a division of mental and material labour appears.
From this moment onwards consciousness can really flatter
itself that it is something other than consciousness of existing
practice, that it is really conceiving something without
conceiving something real; from now on consciousness is in a
position to emancipate itself from the world and to proceed to
the formation of "pure' theory, theology, philosophy, ethics etc.
K. MARX & F. ENGELS.



The truth of the matter is, not that these ancient Grecks
anticipated the results of modern science, but that modern
scientists have succeeded in reaffirming certain fundamental
but forgotten truths and establishing them securely on the
basis of experimental proof. The early Greek philosophers stood
near the beginning of class society; the modern bourgeois
scientists stand near its end.... The primitive dialectics of these
early Greek materialists stands to the dialectical materialism of
the present day in the same relation as primitive communism
stands to modern communism. G. THOMSON.

Owing to a certain judicial blindness even the best
intelligences absolutely fail to see the things which lie in front
of their noses. Later, when the moment has arrived, we are
surprised to find traces everywhere of what we failed to see......,
look beyond the middle ages into the primitive age of each
nation, and that corresponds to the socialist tendency although
these learned men have no idea that the two have any
connection. They are therefore surprised to find what is newest

in what is oldest......K. MARX.
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Throughout the whole story we have no evidence of any
one who called himself a Lokayatika....And of the real existence
of a school of thought, or of a system of philosophy that called

itself by that name, there is no trace.
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After the early use of the word in some such sense as
Nature-lore or folk-lore, there is a tone of unreality over all

the statements we have...In the middle period, the riddles and



quibbles of the nature-lorists were despised. In the last period
the name Lokayata, Lokayatika became hobby horses, pegs on
which certain writers can hang the views that they impute to

their adversaries, and give them, in doing so, an odious name.
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His very able description has all the appearance of being

drawn from his own imagination.
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...the description of the good Brahmana, as put in the
Buddhist Suttas, into the mouth of the Brahmanas themselves,
mentions lokayata as one branch of his learning. The whole
paragraph is complementary. And though the exact
connotation of one or two of the other terms is doubtful, they
are all descriptive of just those things which a Brahmana would

have been rightly proud to be a master of.
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Admits the usefulness of inference in determining the
nature of all worldy things where perceptual experience is
available; but inference cannot be employed for establishing
any dogma regarding the transcendental world, or life after
death or the laws of Karma, which cannot be available to
ordinary perceptual experience. The main reason for upholding
such a distinction between the validity of experience in our

practical life of ordinary experience, and in ascertaining



transcending truths beyond experience lies in this, that an
inductive generalization is made by observing a large number
of cases of agreement in presence, together with agreement in
absence, and no case of agreement in presence can be observed
in the transcendent sphere; for even if such spheres existed
they could not be perceived by the senses. Thus, since in the
supposed supra-sensuous transcendent world no case of a hetu
agreeing with the presence of its sadhya can be observed, no
inductive generalization or law of concomitance can be made,

relating to this sphere.
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Its great seductive charm and extensive vogue cannot be
readily explained on the usual assumptions regarding the

purely negative and destructive character of its tenets.
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Such heretics appear to have been numerous when the
Institutes were compiled, as the faithful are warned (IV: 61)
against living in a village 'overrun with heretics'; 'a kingdom
in which sudras predominate, overrun with nihilists and
destitute of Brahmins' is said (VIII: 22) to be doomed to
destruction; a king who is a nihilist is threatened with perdition
(VIII. 309) and it is enjoined (IX: 225) that heretics shall be
banished. Allusion is said to be made in V, 89, 90 and VIII, 363

to female anchorites of a heretical religion.
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Manu says that the Brahmin who, through a greater



Confidence in the science of logic (hetu-sastra)
disregards the authority of the Vedas and the smriti, are but
nastikas who

Should be driven out by good men...Again in Manu IV.
30, it is said that one should not even speak with the heretics
(pasandino) transgressors of caste disciplines (vikramasthan),
hypocrites  (vaidal-vratika), double-dealers and sophists
(haituka).
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A very similar, if not indeed the very same view is also
controverted in the Brahmajala Sutta and is constantly referred
to throughout the Pitakas under the stock phrase tam jivam

tam sariram (for instance in Mahali and eJaliya Suttas.)
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In the first place, brethren, some recluse or Brahman
puts forth the following opinion, the following view: "Since,
Sir, this soul has form, is built up of the four elements, and is
the offspring of father and mother, it is cut off, destroyed, on
the dissolution of the body; and does not continue after death;

and then, Sir, the soul is completely annihilated."...
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Samkara, in setting forth his theory of the soul,
controverts a curious opinion which he ascribes to Lokayatikas,
possibly wrongly, as the very same opinion was controverted
ages before in the Pitakas, and not there called Lokayata,

though the word was used in Pitaka times.
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In the popular knowledge and belief they have

practically superseded the Vedas over a large part of India...
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India thus forms a great museum of races, in which we

can study man from his lowest to his highest stages of culture.



The specimens are not fossils or dry bones, but living

communities...
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In certain other passage of the Pali canon the
distribution of doctrines among the six teachers is significantly
altered, in a way which strongly suggests that the credos
ascribed in the Samanna-phala Sutta to Makkhali, Purana and

Pakudha were aspects of a single body of teaching
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The fundamental principle of Ajivika philosophy was
Fate, usually called Niyati. Buddhist and Jaina sources agree
that Gosala was a rigid determinist, who exalted Niyati to the
status of the motive factor of the universe and the sole agent
of all phenomenal change. This is quite clear in our locus
classicus, the Samanna-phala Sutta...

Fatalism proper finds no place in orthodox Hinduism,
Buddhism, or Jainism...The Indian doctrine of karma, as it is
usually interpreted, provides a rigid framework within which
the individual is able to move freely and to act on his own
decision...

This doctrine Gosala opposed. For him, belief in free will
was a vulgar error. The strong, the forceful, and the
courageous, like the weakling, the idler, and the coward, were
all completely subject to the one principle which determined

all things...



The path of transmigration was rigidly laid out and every
soul was fated to run the same course through a period of
8,400,000 mahakalpas. This figure is corroborated by
independent testimony, and is a measure of the gigantic and

weary universe of the Ajivika cosmologists.
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I imagine, however, that in spite of the vast mental and
cultural difference between the small thinking minority and
the unthinking masses, there was a bond between them or, at
any rate, there was no obvious gulf. The graded society in
which they lived had its mental gradation also and these were
accepted and provided for. This led to some kind of social

harmony and conflicts were avoided.(5Y)
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The characteristic of Indian thought is that it has paid
greater attention to the inner world of man than to the outer
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The influence the Lokayatikas and of the Kapalikas is
still strong in India. There is a sect, and a large one too,
the followers of which believe that deha or the material
human body is all that should be care for; their religious
practices are concerned with the union of men and
women and their success (siddhi) varies according to the
duration of the union. These call themselves Vaisnavas,
but they do not believe in Vishnu or Krishna or his
incarnations. They believe in deha. They have another
name, Sahajia, which is the name of a sect of Buddhists
which arose from Mahayana in the last four centuries of

their existence in India.(9b)
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Religion is characterized by belief in God and the
practice of prayer or sacrifice. The lowest savages known

to us have no gods and know nothing of prayer or



sacrifice. Similarly whenever we can penetrate the
prehistory of civilized peoples we reach a level at which

again there are no gods and no prayer of sacrifice.(¢8)
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With each generation, labour itself different, more
perfect, more diversified, Agriculture was added to
hunting and cattle-breeding, then spinning, weaving,
metal-working, pottery, and navigation. Along with trade
and industry, there appeared finally art and science.
From tribes there developed nations and states. Law and
politics arose, and with them the fantastic reflection of
human things in the human mind: religion. In the face
of all these creations, which appeared in the first place
to be products of the mind, and which seemed to
dominate human society, the more modest productions
of the working hand retreated into the background, the
more so since the mind that plans the labour process
already at a very early stage of development of society
(eg. already in the simply family), was able to have the
labour that had been planned carried out by other hands

than its own. All merit for the swift advance of



civilisation was ascribed to the mind, to the development
and activity of the brain. Men became accustomed to
explain their actions from their thoughts, instead of
from their needs - (which in any case are reflected and
come to consciousness in the mind) - and so there arose
in the course of time that idealistic outlook on the world
which, especially since the decline of the ancient world,

has dominated men’s minds.
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Lo, K. Marx and F. Engels GI 20: “Division of labour only
becomes truly such from the moment when a division of
material and mental labour appears. (The first form of
ideologists, priests, is concurrent.) From this moment onwards
consciousness can really flatter itself that it is something other
than consciousness of existing practice, that it really represents
something without representing something real; from now on
consciousness is in a position to emancipate itself from the
world and to proceed to the formation of “pure” theory,
theology, philosophy, ethics, etc. But even if this theory,
theology, philosophy, ethics, etc.”

U8. F. Engels DN 288-9.
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A mere property career is not the final destiny of
mankind, if progress is to be the law of the future as it
has been of the past, The time which has passed away
since civilization began is but a fragment of the past

duration of man’s existence; and but a fragment of the



ages yet to come. The dissolution of society bids fair to
become the termination of a career of which property is
the end and aim; because such a career contains the

elements of self-destruction.
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Ub, Ibid 561; cf. G. Thomson AA 426 “...such a study must
be undertaken by scholars, who, like Morgan, believe that ‘a

mere property career is not the final destiny of mankind’.”
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Owing to certain judicial blindness even the best
intelligences absolutely fail to see the things which lie
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Five days are spent in dancing, drinking and debauching.
It is significant that at the commencement the village-
headman gives a talk to the village people, in which he
says that they may act as they like sexually, only being
careful not to touch certain women: otherwise they may
amuse themselves. The village people reply that they are

putting twelve balls of cotton in their ears and will not



pay any heed to, nor hear or see, anything. This festival
is in many ways a disgrace to this people(©b).
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---the profligacy which notoriously attended these
ceremonies was at one time not an accidental excess but
an essential part of the rites, and that in the opinion of
those who performed them the marriage of trees and
plants could not be fertile without the real union of the
human sexes. At the present day it might perhaps be
vain to look in civilised Europe for customs of this sort
observed for the explicit purpose of promoting the
growth of vegetation. But ruder races in other parts of
the world have consciously employed the intercourse of
the sexes as a means to ensure the fruitfulness of the
earth; and some rites which are still, or were till lately,
kept up in Europe can be reasonably explained only as
stunted relics of a similar practice(o¢).
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There are occasions when the sacrificial and priestly
religion strikes them as superficial, and then they give
vent to all their irony. They describe a procession of
dogs to march like a procession of priests each holding
the tail of the other in front and saying, “Om! Let us
eat. Om, let us drink...”(85) etc.
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Our learned author, who is perhaps too well read in
modern anthropology, seems to gibe the absolute dictum
that animal names of persons and clans imply totemism.
This is no longer a new theory. On the contrary, taken
in so universal an application it is a theory already on
the wane, and it seems to us injudicious to apply it at
random to the Rigveda, As a means of explanation it
requires great circumspection, as is evinced by the
practice of American Indians, among whom it is a well
known fact that animal names not of totemic origin are
given, although many of the tribes do have totem-names.
For example, in the Rigveda, Cucumber and Tortoise
certainly appear to indicate totemism. But when we hear
that Mr. Cucumber was so called because of his
numerous family we must remain in doubt whether this

was not the real reason. Such family events are apt to



receive the mocking admiration of contemporaries.
Again, Mr. Tortoise is the son of Gritsamada, a name
smacking strongly of the sacrifice, a thoroughly priestly
name, and it is not his ancestor but his son who is called
Tortoise, very likely because he was slow. The
descendents of his son will be called “sons of the
tortoise”, but there is no proof of totemism; on the
contrary, there is here direct evidence that totemistic
appearance may be found without totemism. We can
scarcely believe that Gritsamada’s ritualistic educated

son ever worshipped the tortoise.

Clearly enough, it is in the later literature that one is
brought into closest rapport with the anthropological
data of the other peoples. This is due to the fact that
the more the Hindus penetrated into India the more they
absorbed the cult of the un-Aryan nations, and it is from
this rather than the refined priestliness of the Rigvedic
Aryans that one may get parallels to the conceptions of

Cis-Indic Barbarism.
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Unfortunately, many writers have used the term
totemism very loosely for any beliefs and practices
dependent upon some supposed connection between
animals and persons. The term should be restriction
between animals and persons. The term should be
restricted to those cases where a systematic association
of groups of persons with species of animals
(occasionally plants or inanimate objects) is connected
with a certain element of social organizations.(v@)
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The true totemic society, remarks M. Moret, knows
neither kings nor subjects. It is democratic or
communistic; all the members of the clan live in it on a
footing of equality with respect to their totem.(87)
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The active and passive subjects of obligation are
collective in the regime of the totemic clan. Power, like
responsibility, still has therein in undivided character.
We are in the presence of a communal and equalitarian
society in the bosom of which participation in the same
totem which constitutes the essence of each and the
cohesion of all, places all members of the clan on the
same footing.(bt)
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When a savage wants sun or wind or rain, he does not
go to church and prostrate himself before a false god
he summons his tribe and dances a sun dance or a wind
dance or a rain dance. When he would hunt and catch
a bear, he does not pray to his god for strength to outwit
and outmatch the bear, he rehearses his hunt in a bear
dance.(d>)
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One element in the rite we have already observed, and
that is that it be done collectively, by a number of
persons feeling the same emotion. A meal digested alone
is certainly no rite; a meal eaten in common under the
influence of a common emotion, may, and often does
tend to become a rite.

Collectivity and emotional tension, two elements that
tend to turn the simple reaction into a rite, are-specially
among primitive peoples—closely associated, indeed
scarcely separable. The individual among savages has but
a thin and meagre personality; high emotional tension is
to him only caused and maintained by a thing felt
socially; it is what the tribe feels that is sacred, that is
matter for ritual, He may make by himself excited
movements, he may leap for joy, for fear; but unless
these movements are made by the tribe together they
will not become rhythmical; they will probably lack
intensity, and certainly permanence.
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The three arts of dancing, music and poetry began as
one. Their source was the rhythmical movement of the
human bodies engaged in collective labour.

g, A NT T FAO-93 [o7 TP BIFVEGE TS GF
f2eET 1 G eferg GSET fote (RN e NAIChRT ¥-3%
JaR3T 1

G2 PraIced To o7 02 I o6 G Aibl Al
AfRTera TR YT TR TN 0 (AR | ©F &S SPorae
FCA2 DI SReR HfRrer o SNLTS AR AN 21
R | W% SIeOGRMal @e (I-FIS TS M (I OIToegs
CFCa PV O | Amioiod &ifs ety yfe wiedd saa w=iced
el G TR A&7 T @-Amieq Toferet (RN (58 FCEMR:
4l TR RITHAN-SAfImE €8 Sivre-ogae wefba e
PO [@REAF A e AR 93 e Ry Fea aied qfo




IER AEEA (OF WS @F, I o | 73, &<
MR M- |

33V, G. Thomas SAGS ch. 14.

539, TS JFEA (ATTGTWA faw@) ¢y |

b, & J0b-80 2 8C0-CY |

55, @ BHHTAT TAYT 1 @2 AT vgdf AfT=n 8837 |
30, S. A. Dange IPCS ch. 2.

3. G. Thomas SAGS ch. 14

SRR, O JRIAGR: GG FA briedr

S0, & bvO-LS |

3%8. Moncalm OTS.

3¢. G. Thomas SAGS 451.



FNAT A B2

Q37 TP Twle! IR, (O (I FINILE NS & Al
AR R @3 A (G AN e Ff7 AR =it S0 w1
TS AL 7 1

A TS @I A0, FIA QAR |

A TS @A AR, FIAATT |

AT AN (@ &9 (AT G2 IR oo TwiF F1
MEA? OB TR Bfe TG-S0 @bl »fie @i «=eTe "o
I FAR?

wice AR T SRARN @K R W ANG-[{B
A 2 0T AR W 7T FAE 9-40F TR ASA (@
AT | @R O MBS WD FCE A TS @0, Abl
NS AT T =l AT TE @-FIASE T FAS
(PTACR ICOH W& AT IR ©IKR ool =i FIOCH (ST (521
AR | M (N ST-ANCET N ©I IRISTR & FoAIoI
I TR GFal; T TS R TCo! (AR 2 (78
Y GIEER GEE @ed s o qEE @ 93
IR I RO TG TS GAT(SY) IR

The desired reality is described as though already

present.
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Morgan rediscovered in America, in his own way, the
materialist conception of history that had been
discovered by Marx forty years ago, and in his
comparison of barbarism and civilization was led by this
conception to the same conclusions, in the main points,

as Marx had arrived at.
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Commencing, then, with Australians and Polynesians
following with the American Indian tribes, and
concluding with the Roman and Grecian, who afford the
highest exemplifications respectively of the six great

stages of human progress, the sum of their united



experiences may be supposed fairly to represent that of
the human family from the Middle Status of savagery to
the end of ancient civilization. Consequently, the Aryan
nations will find the type of the condition of their
remote ancestors, when in the Lower Status of
barbarism, in that of the partially village Indians of
America; and when in the Middle Status, in that of the
Village Indians with which their own experience in the
Upper Status directly connects. So essentially identical
are the arts, institutions and mode of life in the same
status, upon all the continents, that the archaic form of
the principal domestic institutions of the Greeks and
Romans must even now be sought in the corresponding
institutions of the American aborigines,......

In studying the condition of tribes and nations in these
several ethnical periods we dealing, substantially, with
the ancient history and condition of our own remote
ancestors.(39¢)
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------ the social institutions of these modern tribes have
not remained stationary. They have continued to
develop, but only the directions determined by the
prevailing mode of production. This is the key to the
problem. If, for example, we examine the Australian
forms of tokenism, exogamy and initiation the Australian
forms of totemism, exogamy, and initiation, and compare
them with similar institutions elsewhere, we find that
they are extraordinarily elaborate, pointing to a long
period of development, But these are all institutions
characteristic of a simple hunting economy. In other
words, just as the economic development of these tribes
Is stunted, so their culture is ingrown. And consequently,
while we cannot expert to find such institutions in
Paleolithic Europe in the same form, we are likely to

find them there in some form.
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Owing to a certain judicial blindness, even the best
minds fail to see, on principle, what lies in front of their
noses. Later, when the time has come, we are surprised
that there are traces everywhere of what we failed to
see. The first reaction to the French Revolution and the
Enlightenment bound up with it was naturally to regard
everything as mediaeval, romantic, and even people like
Grimm are not free from this. The second reaction to it
is to look beyond the Middle Ages into the primitive age

of every people — and this corresponds to the socialist



tendency, though these learned men have no idea that
they are connected with it. And they are then surprised
to find what is newest in what is oldest, and even
egalitarians to a degree which would have made
Proudhon shudder.
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To show how much we are all implicated in this judicial
blindness....philologists of the force of a Grimm

mistranslated the simplest Latin sentences...



Eg., the well-known passage in Tacitus: “arva per annos
mutant et superest ager,” which means, “they exchange
the fields, arva (by lot, hence also sortes [lot] in all the
later law codes of the barbarians) and the common land
remains over” (ager as public land contrasted with
arva)-is translated by Grimm, etc. “they cultivate fresh
fields every year and still there is always (uncultivated)
land over!”
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